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Haowiard Dardess

¢t Baxtar YMCA on 1ha southsica

ilgh‘l clays delansa during a pokup  Dardaen, 70, pays thres days 2 waek and racenlly
halpsd hie 70-plus taam eain a netional shampionship.

Still got game

70-year-old never stopped hooping it up
70-year-old never stopped hooping it up

hen Howard Dardeen tells
people he plays basketball,
the reaction often goes
something hike this:
Half-court, right? Three-on-three?
Non-contacl? Shorter quarters?

“No, no, no,” the Greenwood resi-
dent tells them. He plays full-court,
five-on-five, high-scoring, hard-nosed
hnops in regulation-length games.

Just the way he's been playing bas-
ketball for more than six decades.

Dardeen, 70, hasn'l stopped hit-
[ing (he hardyood on a regular
basis since he bagan hooping it
1y a5 & boy in Terve Haute, Amd
he's not about to stop now,

He plays pickup games every
Maonday, Wednesday and Friday
at the Baxter YMCA on the
southside,

And he remains active in senior
basketball competitions. Last
marith, he helped the Indiana
Masters win the #-plus — Lhat's
right, WHplios — division of the
Masters Baskzethall Assaciation
Mational Senier Chiympionships in
Coral Springs, Fla,

The Indiana Masters, seme of
whom kave plaved together singce
they were mere youngeters in
the di-and-over divizion, won a
grocling Ive games in [ve days
[ clalm their Bfth national
championship.

STORY BY JCFT DECKER
PHOTO BY
SCOTT ROBERSON

Ard if you think the Indiana
Masters stall-halied thelr way to
the ttle, think again. Flaying
pames with H-minute halves,
Dardeen and his teammates
scored ¥ points in one game, &7
in anether,

“We pel the hall out and go,”
Diardeen said.

Ta e able wdo that ab W-plus
— two Fi-vear-old plavers were
on ournament rosters — and
over a span of five davs seems
remarkahle even to those doing
it.

“When you're playing ane garme

u iy for Fve dovs and it's
A-minute halves .. that™s unbe-

lievable for anybady, Jel alone
To-vear-olds,” Dardeen said. “1
don't know 1 I eould kave done it
basck when | was 168. 1 don't ke
hoowe 1 dlied it this time

It wears on you. When it was
over, 1 bet it took me clace to a
week b recover”

The Learmament games nol
only were fast-paced but were
phyzical, said Dave Ross. a
Murrisbvwn residenl amd Lthe
team's coach

Theesgh players gict up and
e thie court well, Uy perligs
can’t mave thelr Zeet an defense
as well as they did in their vouth,
making play arourd the basket
nol for the [ainl of beard

“It’s brutal inside,” Ross said.
“You'd better be pretty strong.”

And, with seores in the s,
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“I don't know if I could have done it back when
[ was 16. I don't know how I did it this time.”

Howand Dardeen, Greenwood resldent, or playing five pames in five days in a 70-ang-over basketball tournamant
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The Indiana Masters recently won the Masters Basket-
ball Association National Senior Championships by win-
ning five games in five days in Coral Springs, Fla.
Pictured are, front row from left, player/coach Dave

® Game

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1)

you'd better still be able to run
the court and put the ball through
the basket.

“I don't care if vou're not play-
ing very much defense, you've got
to get up and down the court sev-
eral times to score that many
points,” Ross said, “II you score
93 points, you're not standing
around.”

i poINLs, you're not standing
around.”

To be able to get on the court on
a regular basis is half the battle
at age 70 and bevond.

The Indiana Masters” Howard
Wilkison, a Greenshurg resident
who played for Ball State back in
the day, earned tournament MVP
honors even though he has had a
stint put in his heart. Teammate
Gordon Pope wears a pacemaker.
Ross has had both hips replaced
and missed playing in the tourna-
ment because a cyst, soon to be
removed, was causing pain in one
of his hips.

Dardeen has been more fortu-
nate. He hopes to be able to play
u:}l‘t)ié at least age 75, and so far, so

s “The Lord'’s been good to me,”
he said. "I've never had any prob-
lems, no health problems of any
kind.

“I need to knock on wood.”

Still, the way he plays basketball
has changed over 60 years, just as
the game itself has evolved.

Before going on to play for
Indiana State, Dardeen led Terre
Haute Gerstmeyer to back-to-back
state finals appearances in the
late 1950s. During his junior sea-
son, the Black Cats were defeated
by eventual champion Crispus
Attucks — a team led by a pretty
good player, Oscar Robertson.

In Greenwood.

THE DARDEEN FILE
o o

Age: T

Resides: Greenwood

Occupation: Retired from full-time work
for GuideCne Insurance in 2000; now
works part-time for the State Farm
Insurance affice of longtime friend
Chugsk Schooleraft in Indianapolis. Was a
teacher at Manual High Schoal in
Indianapolis before getting into the insur-
ance business.

Recent accomplishment: Helped the
ance DUSINESS.

Recent accomplishment: Helped the

Indiana Masters win the T0-and-over divi-

sion of the Masters Basketball
Association National Senior
Champianships in Coral Springs, Fla., on
May 10-15, The Indiana Masiers won five
games in five days, beating teams from
Arizona, Chicage and Rhode Island, It
was fhe fifth championship for the
Indiana Masters in national seniar bas-
ketball lournaments.

High school: 1957 graduate of Tere
Haute Gerstmeyer

Innovariye
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Raoss, Howard Wilkison, Jerry Seesa and Ron Orr; and
back row from left, Dave VanDerMulen, Howard
Dardeen) John Newlin and Gordon Pope. Dardeen lives

College: 1962 graduate of Indiana State
University, eaming a bachelor's degree in
education and eventually a master's
degrea; later earned a master’s plus 30
degrea in guidance and counseling from
Butler University

Favorite basketball player: Michazs|
Jordan, "1 just think he's cne of the batter
all-arcund players I've seen play.’ Lamy
Bird and Oscar Rebertson also are
amonyg his favorites.

Favorite basketball team: Boston

Favorite basketball team: Boston
Celtics

Favorite place to play basketball:
Baxter YMCA on the southside. He plays
there three days a week. He fikes the
camaraderie ameng players from all
walks of life and a wide range of ages.
“I've just grown to know these guys ...
they're just fun 1o be around.”

Family: Wife of 45 years, Cardl; two
qrown sons, Sean, of Tampa, Fla., and
Dax, of Greenwood; two grandsons and
one granddaughler

Back then, the foul lane was
more narrow. There was no 3-point
line. And the clock continued to
run during dead-ball situations.

And Dardeen, at 6-foot-4, liter-
ally stood out on the court.

1 was a big guy back then,” he
said. “I'd hardly ever play against
anvhody my size.

“Now you've got to be about 6-8
to play point guard. It's just so
different.”

So is the way the game is
played.

“1 think they're much better
defensively today," Dardeen said.
“I think they might be a little bet-
ter-coached, especially defensive-
ly."

Dardeen concedes he was a bet-
ter plaver in his vouth than he is
at age 70. But the object of the

game — putting the ball through
the hoop — is the same as it was
in the 19530s. And that's still a part
of basketball at which he excels.

A couple of years ago, Dardeen
was practicing his free-throw
shooting at the Baxter YMCA. He
enlisted the help of two younger
players to rebound.

Dardeen stepped to the line and
sank 20 in a row. Then stretched it
to 50. And then 75, 100 and 125
before missing after making 127
straight.

The eves of his young rebound-
ers were as wide as saucers,
Dardeen said. But the shooter
wasn't as impressed.

“I said, 'I should be able to do
that. Nobody was guarding me.
And | have 60 years experience
shooting them.™
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